














ABSTRACT.	 Father	 Ioan	 Sabau	 (1941‐2009)	 had	 been	 a	 worthy	 priest	 and	
confessor	of	his	faith	who	has	built	a	grandiose	church,	such	as	a	cathedral,	in	
Vinerea	 locality,	 Alba	 county	 during	 a	 full	 communist	 era.	 The	 hallowing	 of	
this	church	had	been	the	excuse	of	arresting	Father	Ioan,	but	the	real	reason	for	
which	 he	 was	 taken	 into	 the	 Security	 attention	 was	 the	 “guilt”	 of	 completely	
achieving	 his	 priestly	 mission.	 The	 Father’s	 prosecution	 from	 the	 CNSAS	
archive	 contains	 almost	 850	 pages,	 from	which	 it	 can	 be	 distinguished	 the	
pastoral	face	of	father	Ioan	Sabau,	his	qualities	and	his	diligences.	If	we	bear	










for	 the	 “guilt”	of	 fulfilling	his	priestly	mission.	The	whole	endeavor	of	 informers	
and	security	was	to	find	reasons	to	compromise	the	Father,	but,	nevertheless,	
the	nearly	850	pages	of	 documents	 from	 the	CNSAS	archive,	 it	 constitutes	 a	
true	praise	at	his	address,	being	one	of	the	most	powerful	evidence	about	the	
worthiness	 of	 an	 exemplary	 priest,	 since	 it	 is	 a	 testimony	 that	 came	 exactly	
from	his	enemies.	


























“…	 he	 was	 selected	 as	 a	 priority	 attention,	 being	 reported	 with	 some	
tendentiously	manifestations	towards	the	socio‐political	system	in	our	country,	
also	because	of	intensifying	his	religious	concerns”.2	















Punishment	 has	 run	 in	 Aiud	 prison	 until	 17	 of	 July	 1964	 when	 he	 was	
absolved	by	the	rest	of	the	punishment.		





for	 the	children’s	power	 in	 their	 religious	education	and	he	 teach	some	religious	

















Then	 he	 sought	 with	 all	 his	 strength	 of	 work	 and	 persuasion	 (strong	
power	of	conviction)	to	channel	all	energies	of	the	village	to	the	construction	
and	 finalization	 of	 the	 church,	 for	 defying	 the	 regime.	He	managed	 through	
sermons,	 that	 you	 could	 interpret	 them	 as	 wanted	 if	 you	 came	 out	 of	 the	
sphere	 of	 religious	 mysticism.	 Here	 I	 think	 he	 speculated	 the	 fear	 of	 the	
farmers,	especially	women	(that	I	see	now	in	Vinerea)	of	the	collectivization,	
respectively	 of	 the	 socialization	of	 agriculture,	 the	delivering	 of	 compulsory	
quotas	and	so	on.	That	fear	coupled	with	poor	cultural	preparation	inherited	





















cell	 with	 the	 Fr.	 there	 was	 an	 informer,	 who	 reported	 consistently	 every	
discussion	which	he	assisted	 in	 the	cell,	 that	were	particularly	recorded	 in	a	
long	detailed	 information	note.	From	this	we	 find	out	 that,	while	 in	custody,	

























the	 room,	 and	 addressed	 to	 me	 personally	 with	 the	 following	 words:	 “You,	
legionary	beast	of	priest,	you	make	hooliganism,	do	you	provoke	the	prisoners	to	
hooliganism	 and	 fascist	 acts?	 You’ve	 got	 to	 die	 here	 without	 air,	 for	 thus	 you	
deserve!”,	and	he	put	nails	into	the	windows,	not	to	be	opened	and	nothing	from	
the	 street	 to	 be	 heard.	 However,	 what	 happened?	 The	 prisoner	 Sabau	 Ioan	
continues	 to	 say	 further,	 being	 very	 satisfied	 of	what	 happened.	 Instead	of	me	
dying	–	he	says	with	a	satisfying	smile	–	the	major	of	Security	died	because	God	
did	not	bear	him	to	take	the	lives	of	more	than	100	innocent	beings,	locked	in	the	
room	and	with	 the	windows	blocked	with	nails,	without	air,	 of	 course	 that	we	
could	have	been	dead	until	evening,	but	the	wonder	of	God	shows	itself,	the	major	
dies	because	he	treated	and,	instead	of	taking	one	phial	how	it	was	written	in	the	
prescription	 to	drink,	he	 took	another	phial	 that	was	between	others	and	dies,	
being	buried	with	a	lot	of	fast.	He	had	over	30	crowns,	put	on	the	grave,	that	till	




























	 The	construction	of	 the	church	from	Vinerea	 is	 linked	to	the	creation	
of	the	“Saint	George”	Association,	in	1946.	Fr.	Ioan	has	set	up	this	association	
at	 Vinerea	 with	 the	 purpose	 to	 attract	 the	 youth	 to	 the	 church	 and	 to	 take	
charge	of	their	education.	
It	 was	 a	 religious‐moral	 association,	 where	 many	 young	 people	 were	
involved,	 some	high	 school	 students,	 other	 students	 in	 agronomy,	medicine,	 or	






in	 the	 village	 there	was	 such	 an	 organization,	with	 the	 name	 of	 “Youth	 Village	
Organization”,	that	was	in	animosity	and	competing	with	the	“St.	George”	Association.	















Orthodox	were	 allowed.	There	were	not	 allowed	other	nationalities,	 nor	 people	











no	 longer	 continue	 construction	 at	 the	 Church.	Even	 before	 the	 First	World	
War,	many	Romanians	settled	in	the	village	Vinerea	have	settled	in	U.S.A.		
Fr.	 Ioan	 was	 advised	 by	 their	 relatives	 from	 Vinerea,	 by	 their	
acquaintances	with	those	who	had	grown	up	together,	and	some	that	had	been	
in	 the	 U.S.A.,	 but	 they	 came	 back	 in	 their	 country,	 in	 1948,	 has	 compiled	 a	
memoir	 for	 the	Romanians	 from	U.S.A.,	 coming	 from	Vinerea,	 through	which	
he	asked	them	to	help,	how	they	will	be	able,	at	the	building	of	the	new	Church	
from	 Vinerea.	The	 memoir	 was	 multiplied	 in	 3‐4	 copies	 and	 sent	 to	 the	
painter,	Nitulescu	from	Bucharest,	to	send	it	by	plane.	The	painter	replied	in	a	
letter	to	the	Father	that	he	sent	it.	The	painter’s	letter	got	in	the	hands	of	the	






things	 that	would	 contribute	 to	defame	 the	 country	outside	 the	borders.	We	
know	the	content	of	 the	memoir	 from	Father’s	 Ioan	 investigation	 file.	During	
an	 interrogation	 of	 12	 of	 February	 1959,	 Fr.	 received	 ink	 and	 paper	 and	 he	
was	asked	to	remake,	from	memory,	that	memo	addressed	to	Romanians	from	
U.S.A.	 Fr.	 replied	 that	 he	 may	 render	 it	 roughly,	 because	 it	 remembers	 its	
essential	parts,	just	that	he	does	no	longer	recalls	certain	passages	of	the	Holy	
























1937	 and	 thread	we	dug	up	 the	 Foundation	 for	 the	new	Church.	With	burst	we	
worked	until	1941,	when	a	new	war	was	imposed	to	us	and	over	our	lands	were	
sowed	mourning‐	 the	prime	of	our	youth	and	our	men	 in	 full	powers	had	 to	be	
destroyed	slowly	on	the	battle	field.	With	widows,	orphans	and	old	people	couldn’t	
lead	our	yoke,	being	drained	by	any	unnerved.	Now	we	are	in	a	period	of	recovery	
with	 so	 many	 ruins	 remaining	 on	 our	 own	 lands.	Recently	 there	 has	 been	 an	










































After	 the	 liberation,	 the	Father	was	permanently	pursued	by	security	
and	 informants	 who	 reported	 every	 move,	 every	 detail	 observed	 in	 his	





regime	 and	 that	 he	 was	 very	 balanced	 in	 statements.	Many	 documents	 are	
highlighting	the	love	that	Father	received	from	his	former	parishioners.	One	of	























Folt	 came	 several	 citizens	 of	 Vinerea	 with	 the	 train	 in	 the	 morning.	They	
walked	 to	 the	 door	 of	 his	 house	 and	 refused	 to	 enter	 until	 the	 end	 of	 the	













“Regarding	 a	 demonstration	 of	 sympathy	 made	 by	 some	 inhabitants	 of	
Vinerea	to	former	priest	Ioan	Sabau,	released	from	jail	as	a	political	prisoner,	
facts	that	took	place	in	august,	the	source	tells	the	following.	Things	happened	
as	 follows:	 Priest	 Ioan	 Sabau	 and	 his	 wife,	 Alexandrina,	 went	 to	 Cugir.	His	



























named	 HALMAGHI	 or	 BUDAI,	 they	 said:	 «do	 we	 need	 Hungarian?	NO.	The	
Church	is	ours	and	we	pay	the	priest	so	we	have	the	right	to	bring	whoever	
we	want.	».	 (…)	They	wanted	 the	priest	Sabau	because	he	knows	 to	practice	
wonderful	service,	he	delivers	nice	sermons,	 they	know	him	from	childhood	
because	he	was	the	only	under	this	system,	with	the	risk	of	his	life,	who	was	




































document	we	 find	out	 that	 “the	Orthodox	 priest	 Ioan	 Sabau	 formed	 a	 choir	
composed	by	about	15	people,	most	of	whom	they	are	women,	in	the	parish	
church	from	Bobalna.	A	huge	influence	on	the	formation	of	the	choir	was	the	
wife	 of	 the	 Cooperative	 of	 Agricultural	 Production	 President	 from	 Bobalna.	
This	woman	was	very	much	appreciated	by	the	priest	and	by	the	members	of	the	
church	choir.	






















From	 the	 archive	 documents	 placed	 in	 the	 CNSAS	 results	 the	 good	





is	 treated	with	 reverence	 and	 submission	 by	 the	 people.	He	 is	 esteemed	 by	
the	intellectuals.”24	
“He	is	a	kind	of	intellectualist,	and	as	far	as	I	met	him,	he	is	proud	with	no	
reason,	 and	 I	 understand	 that	 he	 has	 a	mystical	 inner	 feeling,	 he	 has	 great	

















the	 people	 talked	 that	 if	 they	would	 have	 a	 priest	 in	 the	 village	 the	 people	
would	go	to	work	on	the	collective	property	in	crowds.	The	source	asked	the	
two	advisers	who	were	part	of	 the	Church’s	Council:	why	would	 the	people	
come	 as	 you	 speak?	Because	 he	 knows	 each	 one	 and	 knows	 how	 to	 talk	 to	
them	 and	he	was	 together	with	 them	 in	 any	 local	work.	At	 these	 talk	 other	
companions	were	present,	they	spoke	about	this	priest:	he	could	be	a	simple	













“He	has	 a	great	 influence	on	 the	people	 in	 the	parish:	whatever	he	 says,	
they	do.”28	
	
Of	 this	 influence	 of	 the	 priest	 upon	 people	 were	 afraid	 the	 political	
representatives.	This	ability	of	Father	 Ioan	 to	 congregate	people	around	him	
was	envied	by	some	of	the	leaders	of	the	social	institutions	in	that	time,	who	
intensely	 desired	 to	 dominate	 the	 community,	 but	 they	 didn’t	 have	 neither	
the	skill	or	 love,	or	 the	 ideals	of	Father	 Ioan.	So,	 for	example,	we	 learn	about	








are	married	 and	my	wife’s	 a	 part.	Twice	 a	 week,	 in	 the	 evenings,	 they	 make	 a	
rehearsal	with	 the	priest,	 and	 in	 the	 rest	 of	 the	 time	 in	 the	Church	Tescaru	
lead	us.	Despite	of	this	initiative	some	began	to	show	up,	as	headmaster,	who	
cannot	 see	 this	 achievement	 because	 he	 is	 sure	 that	 he	will	 not	 be	 able	 to	
achieve	anything,	and	neither	does	he	compete	because	he	doesn’t	know	how	







Father	 Ioan	did	not	say	anything	when	they	had	 to	give	“those	of	 the	
Caesar	to	Caesar”,	but	he	knew	that	all	the	people	have	a	great	confidence	in	
him	and	he	will	not	allow	doing	anything	to	discredit	him,	but	he	kept	to	the	
dignity	 of	 the	 priesthood	 that	 he	 wears.	From	 an	 informative	 note	 given	 to	













“In	 the	Bobalna	village	 the	 communists	have	 the	perspective	 to	build	a	new	








contribution.	At	 this	 new	 request,	 the	 priest	 did	 not	 give	 a	 definite	 affirmative	



















it	 in	 my	 religious	 propaganda,	 as	 you	 need	 German	 language	 in	 Northern	
Transylvania	and	anywhere	else.”31	
	




the	 dangers	 of	 reformed	 sects,	 in	 which	 he	 sees	 the	 hand	 of	 some	 strange	
powers,	and	he	expressed	the	conviction	that	our	State	is	making	a	mistake	by	
not	 taking	 any	 action	 against	 them.	He	 also	 expressed	 the	 regret	 that	 the	











issue	 he	 said	 that	 some	 (unidentified)	 have	 interpreted	 that	 he	 would	 go	
against	party	policy,	which	is	very	wrong	and	in	disaccord	of	what	he	wanted	
to	express.	The	source	 informs	that	the	priest	 is	 loved	by	the	faithful	people	
and	that	he	is	doing	his	duty”.32	
“In	 a	 discussion	 held	 in	 September,	 among	 others	 problems	 he	 spoke	
about	 the	 reformed	 people,	 and	 by	 the	 discussion	 results	 that	 he	 doesn’t	
accept	 them,	 taking	an	attitude	of	disrespect	 for	 them.	He	also	affirmed	 that	





all	 people.	 Father	 knew	 to	 preach	 orthodoxy	 that	 he	 lived	 so	 that	 other	
denominations	admired	him.	
	
“One	morning	at	 the	5.45	hours	 I	 found	the	priest	 in	 ferry	on	the	Mures.	
Asking	him	where	he	was	going,	he	said	that	he	goes	to	celebrate	the	service	
of	Holy	Mystery	of	Unction	in	Vinerea.	On	this	occasion	he	told	me	that	he	is	
forced	 to	 return	 from	 Vinerea	 in	 Folt	 as	 soon	 as	 possible	 to	 take	 part	 at	 a	
funeral	of	Cornea	Ioan,	the	father‐in‐law	of	the	church	singer	Ioan	Adam.		
After	 the	 funeral,	 at	which	 the	priest	 Ioan	Sabau	spoke,	 I	heard	different	
people	 from	 the	 village	 saying	 that	 he	 spoke	 so	 sentimental	 that	 all	 priests	
have	 cried.	Avram	 Juja	 of	 Solomon	who	 is	 reformed	 and	 does	 not	 attend	 the	
Orthodox	 church	 but	 the	Baptist	 one,	 took	 part	 at	 the	 funeral	 and	 says	 that	































In	 the	 year	 1944,	 during	 the	month	 of	 June,	 the	 day	 of	 the	 Jews,	 I	 was	
elected	 by	 the	 priests	 to	 keep	 a	 sermon	 at	 the	 tomb	of	 heroes	 and,	 a	 lot	 of	
people	being	present,	around	thousands	of	auditors,	I	have	mentioned,	among	
others,	 the	 heroism	 of	 the	 Romanian	 soldier	 along	with	 the	 German	 in	 the	
fight	for	the	cross,	country	and	Church,	taken	against	the	communist	hordes.	
Vlad,	 the	 former	minister	of	Cults	and	Agriculture	tells	me	to	stop	giving	
such	 sermons	 because	 it	 seeks	 reconciliation	with	Russia.	I	 replied:	 you	 are	
old	 but	 you	have	no	 knowledge	 about	what	 is	 communism.	To	 shake	hands	
and	 reconcile	with	 communism,	 it	means	 to	cut	off	 one’s	nose.	Communism	
means	 devouring	 fire,	 sure	 death.	The	 Church	 will	 be	 turned	 into	 cattle	
manure,	the	estates	will	be	taken	from	you	and	you	will	live	in	the	dungeons,	
where	 you’ll	 die	 among	 all	 the	 proprietors	 from	 across	 the	 country.	Two	
months	later,	the	Russians	are	coming,	the	land	and	court	is	taken	from	him,	
being	 hold	 up	 in	 a	 prison	 in	 Sighet,	 where	 he	 dies.	His	 son,	 an	 agricultural	
engineer,	 tells	me	that	what	 I	 told	his	 father	was	correct,	 like	a	prophet.	His	
son,	Mircea	Vlad,	he	is	also	convicted.”36	
	
The	 same	 information	 note	 contains	 a	 convincing	 paragraph	 about	
the	freedom	 of	 the	 spirit	 that	 Father	 Ioan	 experienced	 in	 prison,	 about	 the	
courage	and	temerity	of	sharing	his	sorrows	with	his	suffering	comrades.	It’s	
sad	 that	 among	 them	 a	 traitor	 was	 found	 also,	 but	 the	 Divine	 Providence	
changed	the	course	of	events	as	we	can	learn	today	from	that	“blabbermouth”	







be	 torne	 apart,	 etc.	 but	 the	 Communist	persecution	 is	more	 tough,	 because	
beside	 the	 flesh	wounds	 there	 are	 also	 those	 of	 the	 soul	 by	 not	 letting	 the	
world	to	go	to	church,	like	I	said	once,	it	abducts	the	right	to	worship	God	and	


















The	 theme	 of	 the	 Conference	 was:	 “the	 priest	 and	 the	 current	 ethics”.	
There	were	 present	 about	 80	 priests.	After	 reading	 the	 Conference	 held	 by	
Grosu	Valer,	the	sign	up	to	speak	followed.	Several	priests	signed	up	to	speak,	
among	 them	 was	 the	 priest	 Ioan	 Sabau	 from	 the	 former	 rank	 of	 Orastie,	
probably	 from	 the	 parish	 of	 Bobalna.	This	 priest,	 after	 having	 made	 an	
introduction,	sought	to	decrease	the	moral	ethics	of	today,	saying	that	there’s	
nothing	new,	it	was	all	the	same	from	the	beginning	of	Christianity.	He	came	









measures	 taken	 by	 the	 State	 and	which	 are	a	 product	 of	 the	 new	 ethics,	 the	
source	says:	For	his	attitude	he	has	been	criticized	by	the	Bishop,	who	has	not	
allowed	anymore	to	say	anything	else,	saying	that	he	has	not	 learned	anything	
from	the	suffering	through	which	he	passed.	Fr.	Sabau	said:	 If	you	don’t	 like	 it,	
send	me	there	again.38	















































At	 first	 he	 refused,	 he	 avoided,	 but	 eventually	 he	 accepted	 because	 they	







such	 priests	 then	 he	would	 be	 convinced	 that	 there	would	 be	 no	 sectarian.	
And	then,	if	a	person	who	has	no	tangency	with	the	Church	is	expressing	that	
manner,	then	why	the	leadership	of	the	church	stands	against	him	and	obliges	











Sometimes,	 he	 was	 definitely	 forbidden	 to	 participate	 in	 some	 church	
services,	with	categorical	threats.	In	August	1978	at	Chimindia	it	was	a	wedding	of	
two	young	people	from	the	“Lord’s	Army”,	where	about	1000	people	participated,	
they	have	 come	 from	all	 over	 the	 country,	many	of	 them	were	 theologians	 and	
members	of	the	“Lord’s	Army”.	An	 informant	stated	that	“Avramescu	and	Sabau	
did	not	 come	because	 they	were	promised	 that	 they	would	be	arrested	 if	 they	











Rositoiu	says:	Very	satisfied,	 I	do	not	know	if	 there	 is	another	priest	 like	
this	one	in	the	country,	if	there	are	2	or	3	like	him.	

















































almost	nothing	and	he	argues	 the	 fact	 that	now,	 at	 the	old	age,	he	does	not	
have	the	material	possibility	neither	to	buy	an	apartment	in	the	city	so	that	he	
is	 forced	 to	 repair	 his	 parental	 home	 in	 Folt,	 which	was	 flooded	 twice	 and	
after	retirement	he	should	return	and	spend	the	last	years	of	life	here.”48	
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